
Photo Credit:  Image inspired by the photo collection of the Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum. 

TOUR DATES:  
JUNE 2 – JULY 15, 2018

Nestled mile-high in the canyons of the Mule Mountains, Bisbee is a town that  
copper built. Hastily constructed miners’ shacks perilously clung to the canyon sides. Water 
was delivered right to your door! In 1898, local resident Mr. Hogan wrote: “You might call it just 
a burro town at that time, because that was the only way that we had of getting water; it was 
delivered on burros to us.” 

Frank Brophy (born in Bisbee in 1894) describes his uncle’s water-delivery service: “The main 
Transport in Bisbee when I was a very little boy were burros and that was a common sight. 
Some of the burros had canvas sacks slung over on each side. My uncle started the first water 
company, which later became the Bisbee-Naco Water Company. He had a well up in Tombstone 
Canyon so the water was then transported by burros in water sacks. In those days, it was when 
John D. Rockefeller was beginning his fortune. His name was synonymous with the five-gallon 
oil can and every house had two to three five-gallon oil cans. The water was taken from the 
burros and put into these cans and people used it as they needed it.”

Bisbee



Fort  Apache
Tú hidaa diyihni. Water is sacred. Tú bee ihidaa. Water is life. Tú bee na’ilzii. Water is 
a source of healing.
Dził Łigai Si’an Ndee Bini’, the homeland of the White Mountain Apache People, includes the wettest 
watershed in Arizona, the headwaters of the White River. Ndee, the Apache People, have always  
understood that water is the key to life. Water is a living being. It is central to our Creation. The  
sacred water that issues through springs from Mother Earth brings healing to our people and to the 
world as it feeds streams and rivers, bringing water to our families, our crops, and all the animals and 
plants that share our land.

Just as water brought life and health to our ancestors, the White Mountain Apache Tribe has worked 
hard to ensure that our children will continue to have water in the future. Settlement of the Tribe’s 
federal water rights claims and associated infrastructure projects guarantee that the White Mountain 
Apache people will have the water they need to continue to live and thrive in our Homeland.

In this image by White Mountain Apache artist Elijah Shorty, the tús – the piñon pine pitch, a covered 
Apache water basket – brings water from the sacred springs to fill the rivers, feed the corn, and nurture 
all life.

TOUR DATES:  
JULY 28 – SEPTEMBER 9, 2018

Photo Credit:  Image inspired by original artwork provided by Elijah Shorty.
Text Credit: Ndee Biyati’i text courtesy of Cline Griggs, Beverly Malone,  

and Ann Skidmore.



Photo Credit:  Image inspired by photo collection of the Bullion Plaza Cultural Center and Museum.

TOUR DATES:  
SEPTEMBER 22 – NOVEMBER 4, 2018

The Globe-Miami Mining District is located in the foothills of the Pinal Mountain Range, 
85 miles east of Phoenix in the Salt River Watershed. Average annual rainfall for the area is 16 -18 
inches. However, in Miami two or three inches can fall in an hour, especially during summer months. 
Many of the canyons to the north, south and west of Miami drain directly into the Miami Wash, and 
there have been five major flooding events in the area since 1915. 

The illustration below depicts the Miami Wash immediately following a major storm in 1921 that  
deposited three inches of rain in 90 minutes. It swept an automobile into the flood waters that 
reached a depth of nearly four feet. Many of the residents of the community can be seen on the 
arched bridge and looking on from the balconies of the structures along the wash. The Miami Wash 
joins with the Pinal Wash and the Russell Gulch Wash about two miles east of Miami and drains into 
Roosevelt Lake.

Miami



Florence TOUR DATES:  
NOVEMBER 17 – DECEMBER 30, 2018

Florence’s water story begins with the irrigation canals built around 400-500 B.C. by 
the ancient Sonoran Desert people. As their villages grew along the Gila River, they dug irrigation 
canals to farm the land away from the river bank. The crops that were grown included corn, beans, 
squash, cotton and tobacco. 

The community of Florence initially began with five ranches located in the area that provided the 
safest place to cross the Gila River. In 1866, these ranchers filed a claim in Pima County for the water 
rights in an irrigation canal later known as the “Chase Ditch.” The ditch followed the alignment of 
the earlier canals built by the Sonoran Desert people. The irrigation system eventually expanded to 
include over 50 miles of canals.

Today, these water sources are just as important to the town’s future development as they were in 
the past. Florence strives to carefully manage its water resources to ensure there is a sustainable 
supply for the community’s continual growth.

Photo Credit:  Image inspired from photo provided by the Town of Florence.



Photo Credit: Image inspired by “San Pedro River” original quilt by Wendy M. Seals. Courtesy of the Henry F. Hauser Museum.
Text Credit: Poem provided by Arlene Ehrenberger.

Birds and butterflies, coyotes and deer, 
they come from far, they come from near,

to drink and play in the water that’s there. 
Will it still flow, or will it go bare?

Where Cottonwoods grow, big and tall,  
will they remain, or will they fall?

The life giving water that sooths us all, 
runs summer, spring, winter and fall.

Let’s hope that it stays for many more years 
it is our responsibility and that of our peers.

It’s controversial if the flow will continue. 
We hope we don’t spoil this beautiful venue.

Protect the San Pedro for future and friends. 
The decision you make will decide if it ends.

Our beautiful landscape will not be the same. 
if our beautiful river does not remain.

Let’s all take a breath and take it to heart 
don’t mess with nature, let’s all be smart.

Sierra Vi sta TOUR DATES:  
JANUARY 12 – FEBRUARY 25, 2019

Enjoy the San Pedro



Dragoo n TOUR DATES:  
MARCH 9 – APRIL 21, 2019

In this traditional dance, Tohono O’odham children carry symbols of the sky and rain, 
including clouds, birds, and rainbows. The adults create the dance’s music by singing, accom-
panied by rattles, rasps, and baskets used as drums. Their purpose is to bring rain, and this dance is 
still performed today. For centuries, Arizona’s Indigenous people farmed this land. Water is Life to all 
the farmers who have lived here. 

This illustration is based on an original watercolor painting by artist Michael Chiago, whose family roots 
are in the Tohono O’odham and Pima-Maricopa communities. Mr. Chiago has won several awards for 
his work, including the Arizona Indian Living Treasures Award, bestowed upon him in 2006.

The scene below is one Mr. Chiago remembers from his childhood in the Tohono O’odham village of 
Kohate. After the harvest, members of one village would go visit another village. During this time, 
they shared meals and challenged each other to games of sport and chance. When visiting villagers 
arrived, their children would perform this dance to help bring rain to their hosts.

Photo Credit:  Based on an original artwork by Michael Chiago, courtesy of the artist and the Amerind Foundation, Inc.



Photo Credit:  Image inspired from photo provided by Tracy S. Lambrecht.

TOUR DATES:  
MAY 4 – JUNE 16, 2019Winkelman

Tucked away in the mountains, away from the metro areas of Phoenix and Tucson, is 
the Copper Corridor, which includes seven communities stretching from Superior in the north  
to Oracle Junction in the South. The unique habitats of the San Pedro and Gila Rivers provide homes  
to rare birds and wildlife, and are home to many Arizona River stories. Locals and visitors often  
reconnect and recharge by visiting these Arizona waterways. These are our stories: youth swinging 
from tire swings in the warm summer nights; families gathering throughout the year to enjoy all  
these two rivers have to offer; and the quiet hiker seeking solace from the hustle and bustle of  
everyday life. 

There are also stories of fear and reminders that some water stories can be painful, such as those 
caused by flooding. There are stories of resilience of how affected communities supported one  
another during devastating floods. Today our story often focuses on the ongoing drought and the 
potential of fires as riverbanks become dry. 

Important local features such as riparian areas and the historic Gila River Bridge, remind us that  
Winkelman and the surrounding communities are connected through the shared stories of the  
people who live, work and play in the Copper Corridor.



Photo Credit: 
Image inspired from artwork provided by Amanda Boston, on behalf of Glen Canyon Natural History Association.

TOUR DATES:  
JUNE 29 – AUGUST 11, 2019Page

When John Wesley Powell floated through the section of Colorado River stretching 
across the Arizona/Utah border in the late 1860s, he recalled the rolling greens of his home-
land and chose the name Glen Canyon. In the 1950s, this place was chosen to be a key part of the 
Colorado River Storage Project, and the Glen Canyon Dam was built. Lake Powell was formed from 
the flooded banks of the Colorado as it rose along steep canyon walls alongside the nearby city of 
Page which continues to thrive.

Today, Lake Powell and Glen Canyon serve a number of functions. The dam continues to store  
water for human use, holds a reserve for drought years, and also provides hydroelectric power. People  
continue to explore the side canyons by boat, much like John Wesley Powell and the many river  
runners who came after. People also enjoy the lake and its canyons for hiking, swimming, or just  
taking in its natural splendor. Glen Canyon provides nourishment and protection for animals such 
as fish, lizards, bighorn sheep and bobcats. It also provides a record of all those who came before. 
Visitors may observe ancient ruins and even dinosaur footprints along the shoreline.



TOUR DATES:  
AUGUST 24 – OCTOBER 6, 2019Camp Verde

Camp Verde’s Yavapai-Apache people say: Water is Life. Water in the 
Verde River gives life to many animal and bird species, including beaver, 
great blue heron, mule deer, otter, and duck. Mingus Mountain marks the highest 
point of the Verde Valley’s watershed and is an exciting place to hike and camp. 
The river provides abundantly for human life too. Agricultural crops such as corn, 
carrots, pecans and grapes are grown with water from the river. People enjoy  
activities like bird-watching, kayaking, swimming, cycling, and picnicking along the 
Verde River all year long.

Photo Credit:  Image inspired from photo provided by Mickelle “Kelly” Roberts.



Photo Credit: Courtesy of Abraham Limón Guzman. 
Text Credit: Poem provided by Elena Guadalupe Vega Robles.

TOUR DATES:  
OCTOBER 19 – DECEMBER 1, 2019

Lo que acarrea el rio

Tubac
Preguntaron que es lo que acarrea el rio, 
y sinceramente no se que responder 
no es solo basura 
o tierra, 
llantas 
y cadáveres.

Es también lo que acarrea el, 
ella, ellos, 
lo que tú y yo venimos cargando 
de un lado para otro y de regreso.

Ya sabes “la dinámica fronteriza” 

They asked what it is that brings the river, 
and honestly I do not know what to answer 
it’s not only garbage 
or earth, 
tires 
and corpses.

It is also what he brings,  
she, they, 
what you and I have been carrying 
from one place to another and back.

You already know “the dynamic of the border”

What the river carries



Photo Credit: Image inspired from artwork provided by Vicki Cothern.

TOUR DATES:  
DECEMBER 14, 2019 – JANUARY 26, 2020

The story of life in the desert is the story of water. Without it there are no crops, no live-
stock, no life-giving hydration and no wildlife. Black Canyon City’s story is the Agua Fria River, the  
creeks that feed it and the groundwater pumped to local homes and businesses. Historically, Native 
Americans lived near water sources, mines required water for processing ore, and livestock drives 
between winter and summer pastures depended on the availability of water. 

Water brought travelers, mining, ranchers, and those who supported them.  The stagecoach stops 
and mercantiles depended on the proximity to the river. The 1875 Swilling’s Station, 1895 Goddard’s 
Station, and 1910 Martin’s store, and the Grand Canyon Supply, were all built on the river’s edge and 
supported the community’s growth. To ensure consistent supply in Black Canyon City, the Albins 
family Trails End Water Company serviced locals with groundwater pumped from four wells until 
becoming the Black Canyon Water Association in the 1980s.

The Agua Fria is no gentle river. Flooding happens regularly during heavy rainfall and snow melt, 
bringing property damage and occasional loss of life. However, there are also times of little rain. 
Harnessed by dams, the Agua Fria no longer runs free. Springs once relied upon by homesteaders 
have gone dry. Names such as Mud Springs, Rock Springs, and Coldwater Road pay homage to the 
early sources of precious, all-important water. Everyone here is always aware of the vital role that 
water plays.

Black Canyon Heritage Park showcases a desert riparian ecosystem to instill a sense of discovery 
and stewardship. 

Black Canyo n C i ty



Lake Havasu City TOUR DATES:  
FEBRUARY 8 – MARCH 22, 2020

The Colorado River has sustained the indigenous 
desert peoples and animals of the region for centu-
ries, and once was a major means of transportation.  
Robert McCulloch founded Lake Havasu City and moved the 
old London Bridge here in the late 1960s. 

Today Lake Havasu is not just the home of the London 
Bridge but is known as Arizona’s West Coast playground for 
its many annual activities such as hot air ballooning, boating 
and firework spectaculars.

Photo Credit:  Image inspired from artwork provided by Jenny Anderson.



WHAT IS WATER/WAYS?
Water/Ways is a Smithsonian traveling ex-
hibit that explores the endless motion of the  
water cycle, its effect on landscape, settlement 
and migration, and its impact on culture and  
spirituality. It looks at political and economic 
efforts to ensure access to water, and explores 
how human creativity and resourcefulness  
provide new ways to protect water resources 
and renew our relationship with the natural  
environment.

Seventy-one percent of the Earth’s surface is covered with water. Water impacts climate, agriculture, 
transportation, energy, and industry. It inspires art, literature, and music. Water/Ways focuses on 
the relationships between people and water. How has water shaped our history and traditions? 
How does it impact our daily life? How will the relationship between people and water evolve in  
the future?

WHAT ARE THE ARIZONA WATER/WAYS STORIES?
Each host community chose one story and one image that best represents their connection  
to water. These stories illustrate the human experience, the power, the tragedy, and the beauty 
of water in their communities. The chosen images were gathered either from local artists or 
historical museum collections. Arizona artist Isaac Caruso interpreted and transformed these 
images into colorable illustrations. 

“WATER IS LIFE” COMMUNITY COLORING BOOK

PREMIERE SPONSOR OTHER SPONSORS

azhumanities.org/waterwaysaz 
Arizona Humanities @AZhumanities
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June 2 – July 15, 2018  
Bisbee Mining & Historical Museum 
5 Copper Queen Plaza,  
Bisbee, AZ 85603 
Brought to you by the Bisbee Council 
on the Arts & Humanities

July 28 – September 9, 2018  
Fort Apache and Theodore  
Roosevelt School National  
Historic Landmark 
Building 104, General Crook St.,  
Fort Apache, AZ 85926 
Brought to you by the Fort Apache 
Heritage Foundation, Inc.

September 22 – November 4, 2018  
Bullion Plaza Cultural Center  
and Museum 
150 Plaza Circle,  
Miami, AZ 85539

November 17 – December 30, 2018  
McFarland State Historic Park 
24 West Ruggles St.,  
Florence, AZ 85132 
Brought to you by the Town  
of Florence

January 12 – February 25, 2019  
Henry F. Hauser Museum 
2950 East Tacoma St.,  
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
Brought to you by the City of Sierra Vista

March 9 – April 21, 2019  
Amerind Museum 
2100 N. Amerind Rd.,  
Dragoon, AZ 85609 
Brought to you by the Amerind  
Foundation, Inc.

May 4 – June 16, 2019  
Central Arizona College –  
Aravaipa Campus 
80440 E. Aravaipa Rd.,  
Winkelman, AZ 85192 
Brought to you by the Copper Corridor 
Economic Development Coalition

June 29 – August 11, 2019 
Carl Hayden Visitor Center at  
Glen Canyon Dam 
Glen Canyon Dam, North Highway 89, 
Page, AZ 86040 
Brought to you by the Glen Canyon 
Natural History Association

August 24 – October 6, 2019  
Camp Verde Community Library 
130 N Black Bridge Rd.,  
Camp Verde, AZ 86322 
Brought to you by the Friends of  
the Verde River Greenway

October 19 – December 1, 2019  
Tubac Presidio State Historic Park 
1 Burruel St.,  
Tubac, AZ 85646

December 14, 2019 – January 26, 2020  
Cañon Elementary School District 50 
34630 School Loop Rd.,  
Black Canyon City, AZ 85324 
Brought to you by the Black Canyon 
City Community Association – Black 
Canyon Heritage Park

February 8 – March 22, 2020  
The Lake Havasu Museum of History 
320 London Bridge Rd.,  
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 
Brought to you by the Lake Havasu 
City Historical Society

WHO OWNS WATER? What does the future of water look like in Arizona?  
Does water have a different meaning in Arizona than it does in other places? 
Designed for small-town museums, libraries and cultural organizations, Water/Ways serves as 
a catalyst to convene conversations about water’s impact on American culture. Communities 
will host complementary exhibits, create public programs, and facilitate educational initiatives 
to deepen people’s understanding about what water means culturally, socially and spiritually in 
their own community. 

EXPLORE THE WATER/WAYS WEBSITE
Visit www.azhumanities.org/waterwaysAZ to learn more about each of the communities below. 
Find programs and events, read about water stories, and find water resources across the state! You 
can also follow the conversation online at #thinkwater and #waterwaysAZ.

HELP SUPPORT WATER/WAYS IN ARIZONA 
Sponsorship for Water/Ways supports programs and costs associated with hosting the exhibit, 
marketing materials, public programs, and more. 

For sponsorship information, contact info@azhumanities.org or 602-257-0335.

VISIT THE EXHIBIT!

Disclaimer: For accurate hours of operation and event times, please contact the community organization or visit their website  
accessible through www.azhumanities.org/waterwaysaz.



ABOUT ARIZONA HUMANITIES
Arizona Humanities builds a just and civil society by creating opportunities to explore our 
shared human experiences through discussion, learning and reflection. Arizona Humanities is a  
statewide 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and the Arizona affiliate of the National Endowment for the  
Humanities. Since 1973, Arizona Humanities has supported public programs that promote  
understanding of the human experience with cultural, educational, and nonprofit organizations 
across Arizona. Learn more at: www.azhumanities.org.

ABOUT ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY
Arizona State University, ranked No. 1 “Most Innovative School” in the nation by U.S. News & World 
Report for an unprecedented three years in succession, has forged the model for a New American 
University. ASU is a comprehensive public research institution measured, not by whom it excludes, 
but by whom it includes and how they succeed, advancing research and discovery of public value 
and assuming fundamental responsibility for the economic, social, cultural and overall health of the 
communities it serves. Learn more at: www.asu.edu.

ABOUT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE - MUSEUM ON MAIN STREET
The mission of Museum on Main Street is to provide access to the Smithsonian for small-town 
America. Museum on Main Street engages small-town audiences and brings attention to under-
served rural communities. Museum on Main Street exhibitions like Water/Ways are a launching point 
for storytelling and local pride. Learn more at: www.museumonmainstreet.org.

“WATER IS LIFE” COMMUNITY COLORING BOOK ARTIST
Isaac Caruso is a 29 year old illustrator, graphic designer, creative director and muralist born and 
raised in Phoenix, Arizona. He holds a BFA in visual communication from NAU and has created 
some of the largest works of public art in the Valley. His clients include Coachella, Scottsdale 

Public Art, AZ Humanities, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, Pabst Blue Ribbon, the Desert Botanical 
Garden, the City of Tempe, the City of Tucson, Super-
fly Productions, INFLUX, Phoenix Valley Metro and 
the Phoenix Suns, to name a few. He is influenced by 
the communities he creates art for, trying to represent 
them as he explores their culture. Changing the physical 
landscape of an area with his pen or spray can is what 
this artist lives for. His goal is to have a mural on every  
continent some day, and will continue pursuing  
this dream in the fall with his first international artist 
residency in the Arctic Circle.


